
  

 
 

 Newsletter & Budget Information May 2021, Page 1
 

Inside This Issue 
 

Gym Capital Project .......... p. 2,3,4,5 
Budget Q & A ................... p. 2 
Propositions ..................... p. 3 
Budget Charts .................. p. 6,7 
Budget Notice .................. p. 8 
BOE Candidates ............... p. 9,10,11 
 

 
Alexandria Central School District Residents will vote on a 
$14,231,186 budget proposal for the 2021-2022 school year 
on Tuesday, May 18 from 9 am to 8 pm in the Makerspace-
Room 257.  It will be clearly marked where to enter.  Voters 
will also select two candidates on the ACS Board of Education 
and consider two additional propositions: a proposition for 
bonding two buses as part of the District routine fleet 
replacement, and a Gymnasium Capital Project. 
 
Initially, there was great concern as to the future of New 
York State aid, however, with the assistance of the federal 
government, New York received $24 billion from the 
American Rescue Plan and over $4 billion from the Federal 
Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental 
Appropriations Act (CRRSA).  This funding will be spread out 
over the next 2-3 fiscal years, with stipulations and 
restrictions that are yet to be made fully known.  Part of that 
aid has been passed on to the districts in the form of 
Foundation Aid increases, to be phased in over the next three 
years. 
 
Due to these unprecedented times, the ACS Board of 
Education worked throughout the entire school year, 
analyzing expenditures and anticipated revenues.  Cost 
increases for the 2021-22 fiscal year are attributed to 
contractual salary increases, healthcare, retirement costs, 
and District maintenance.  ACS was able to offset much of 
these cost increases with the roll-off of capital project debt.  
As such, the District’s final budgeted figures represent a 
year-over-year increase of approximately $290,000.  ACS is 
always mindful of the impact budget increases will have on 
its taxpayers, particularly in light of current events.  As a 
result, the district has proposed a tax levy increase of 
1.75%.  Next year, this would mean an estimated $12 
increase in the school tax bill for a property assessed at 
$100,000. 
 

 

 
Vote Date Details 

 
What will I be voting on? 

Budget: $14,231,186 
Bonding of Buses 

Gymnasium Capital Project 
 

When and where is the vote? 

Tuesday, May 18, from 9:00 AM – 
8:00 PM in the Alexandria Central 

School MakerSpace. 
 

Who is eligible to vote? 

American citizens at least 18 years of 
age who have lived in the district at 

least 30 days prior to the vote. 
 

Do I need to pre-register to vote? 

No, pre-registration is not required. 
 

How do I vote by absentee ballot? 

Obtain an application by calling 315-
482-9971. The application must be 
returned by May 11 if the absentee 
ballot will be sent by mail. Or the 

application must be returned by May 
17 if the voter will pick it up at ACS. 
Absentee ballots must be returned no 
later than 5:00 pm on May 18, 2021. 
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 Q & A 
 
In November of 2019, the District reached out to community 
members, teachers, and administration in an effort to form a 
gymnasium renovation committee. In total, eight community 
members, six staff members, and three Board of Education 
members met a total of seven times with architects to 
discuss possible renovations to our current gymnasium.  Our 
most important goal in this endeavour was to upgrade our 
facilities while keeping the cost increase to zero…meaning no 
additional costs to taxpayers!!  
 

Our current gymnasium was built in 1958.  It has had one 
renovation in 1988, having had the floor and the bleachers 
replaced.  Today the floor is in such poor condition that 
metal pins, which were meant to fix the 1988 floor, are now 
sticking up into the playing surface.  Bleachers are beyond 
their useful life and the roof will need a total replacement in 
the next few years.  While we're all proud and thankful of our 
amazing campus, the gymnasium is in dire need of repair.  
 
Working with BCA Architects and Engineers in Watertown, 
the gymnasium committee articulated our collective desires 
for a new gym.  Many of those desires had to be paired down 
to fit within a "zero cost to taxpayers" budget, but the end 
result is a spectacular new facility.  Please reference the 
"proposed gymnasium renovation" drawing attached.  
Features include; 
 
• Reorientation of the gymnasium 
• Extended main court (50' x 94') 
• 2 half courts (48'x 76') 
• New bleachers seating over 500 
• Renovations to the girls locker room  
• Concession stand accessible for both indoor and outdoor 

sports  
• Bathrooms accessible from the outdoor fields 

 
 (Continued) 

 

What is a “tax levy limit” and is 
ACS below its limit? 
The tax levy is the highest allowable 
tax levy a school district can propose 
for which only the approval of a simple 
majority of voters (50% plus one) is 
required. The limit is calculated using a 
multi-step formula that takes into 
account any allowable exclusions (such 
as pension costs and capital 
expenditures). Any proposed tax levy 
above this limit requires budget 
approval by a super majority of voters 
(60%). The ACS Board of Education 
has proposed a budget that includes a 
tax levy BELOW its limit. For the 2021-
22 fiscal year, the ACS tax cap limit 
was 2.47%. 

How is the tax levy different from 
a tax rate? 
The tax levy is the amount of money 
the district raises from local taxpayers 
while the tax rate is the amount of tax 
residents pay per $1,000 of property 
value. In 2021/22 the school tax levy 
would increase by 1.75%. The impact 
on school tax bills is projected to be an 
approximate $22 next year for a 
property assessed at $100,000. 

With the tax levy limit, does the 
public still vote on a school 
budget? 
Yes, residents will still vote on a 
proposed school budget on May 18. 

What happens if the budget is 
defeated? 
If the proposed budget is defeated in 
May, the ACS Board of Education can 
put another budget – revised or not up 
for a vote in June or immediately adopt 
a contingency budget. If the budget is 
defeated twice, ACS would have to 
adopt a contingency budget, with a 
zero percent tax levy increase, which 
could mean an additional $364,800 in 
reductions to programs and services. 
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 Propositions  
 
• Elevated track used for sports conditioning 
• Open track for community use during winter 

months  
• Floor renovation for the middle school 

classrooms 
• Additional gymnasium space for community 

youth programs 
 
The total expected cost of the project is around $6.5 
million dollars, which will be a proposition on the May 
ballot.  As previously indicated, this project will result 
in no new costs for taxpayers!!!!  How can the district 
possibly accomplish this…?  Incorporated in the price 
will be; 
 
• 1.99 million in capital reserve- this money has 

been saved over three years in anticipation of a 
project 

• 3.1 million dollars in previous debt, from a 2010 
project, will expire shortly. Additional debt can 
take its place and not require an increase in taxes 

• State aid- State aid will cover about 50% of the 
cost of the new gymnasium.  

• No tax increases needed to pay for the project!  

 
 
Please take a look at the drawings attached.  You will 
be voting on a cost neutral facility that will allow our 
students, student athletes, and community 
opportunities for generations! 

 

 

 
#1: 2021-22 School Budget 

 

Proposed Budget: $14,231,186 
 

Budget Change:  2.09% 
 

Tax Levy Increase: $135,174 
   +1.75% 
 

Budget Vote:  
  Tues., May 18, 2021 
  9AM – 8PM 
  Alexandria Central 
  Makerspace RM 257 
 
 

 

 
#2: Bonding 2 Buses 

 

Voters will consider a proposition for the 
purchase of school buses. 
 

If Proposition #2 is approved, the 
district will borrow up to $298,000 to 
purchase two 66-passenger buses. This 
bus purchase is eligible for 
approximately $149,000 in state aid, 
which is about half of the purchase 
price. This cost is included in the debt 
service calculation for the 2021/2022 
school year, so it does not increase the 
proposed budget. 
 

These purchases are part of an on-
going effort to maintain a bus fleet 
under five years old with less than 
100,000 miles each. This helps maintain 
safety while providing coverage under a 
five-year warranty and preserving 
resale value. 
 
 

 
#3: Gymnasium Capital Project 
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Under contingency, there 

would be $364,800 worth of 
reductions  in programs and 

capital components 
 

If the proposed budget is defeated 
by voters, the ACS Board of 
Education, as in the past, will have 
the option of putting the same or a 
revised budget up for a revote, or 
adopting a contingency budget. If 
voters reject the budget twice, the 
district must adopt a contingent 
budget.  

More significantly, under the law, if 
ACS adopt a contingency budget, 
the district would have to keep it 
2021/22 tax levy the same as or 
less than it 2020/21 tax levy; in 
effect a 0 percent tax levy increase. 
In other words the district would 
have to levy the same amount of 
taxes as in 2020/21 -or less -
without any adjustments for 
contractual obligations or other 
costs, whether or not they are 
mandated.  

Adopting a contingency budget 
would prohibit ACS from spending 
any money in certain areas, 
including community use of school 
facilities (unless all costs are 
reimbursed to the district); new 
equipment purchases; non-essential 
maintenance; capital expenditures 
(except in emergencies); salary 
increases for non-instructional, non-
unionized employees; and certain 
field trips and student supplies 
Contingency rules also cap the 
growth of the administrative 
component of the budget. 
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2021-2022 Capital Outlay 
Each year ACS budgets for a capital outlay project. These projects can be no more than 
$100,000 in total and must go through a New York State Education Department (NYSED) 
approval process, including a public bidding process. In the past few years, the district has 
used the capital outlay to replace exterior doors, replace our aging maintenance shed, and 
to update plumbing.  For the 2021-2022 academic year, the district will build into the regular 
budget a capital outlay project that focuses on the boys locker room.  Since the district will 
be focusing a larger project, replacing our gymnasium and girls locker room, this capital 
outlay will help to modernize some aspects of the boys locker room, which is not included in 
the larger gymnasium project. The general focus will be placed on joining three smaller toilet 
rooms into one larger room, updating flooring, plumbing, and fixtures. 
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Where does the money come from? 

 

 
 

 
 

 Approved Proposed Percent 
 2020/21 2021/22 Change 

State and Federal Aid $5,036,816 $5,151,796 0.94% 

Appropriated Fund Balance $   925,000 $1,025,000 10.81% 

Miscellaneous Revenue $   143,719 $     85,000 -40.86% 

Property Tax $7,724,152 $7,859,325 1.75% 

Reserve Funds $   110,000 $   110,065 < .01% 

Total Revenue $13,939,687 $14,231,186  
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2020/21 2020/21
Teaching, Regular School 2,808,749$       2,917,159$       
Occupational Education 506,744$          420,685$          

Special Education 1,149,241$       1,320,396$       
Staff Development 108,694$          106,404$          

Teaching, Administration 292,016$          269,048$          
Library 70,618$            85,856$            2020/21 2020/21

Technology 238,910$          271,143$          Garage 130,550$          125,550$          
Guidance 204,075$          177,575$          Transportation 1,055,735$       1,096,250$       

Health Services 80,249$            83,396$            Total 1,186,285$       1,221,800$       
Psychological Services 78,000$            78,000$            Percent Change 2.99%
Co-Curricular Activities 57,515$            53,000$            

Athletics 214,156$          232,727$          
Total 5,808,967$       6,015,389$       2020/21 2021-22

Percent Change 3.55% Energy Perf. Contract 80,020$            80,020$            
Construction 716,687$          722,288$          

Buses 54,694$            108,756$          
2020/21 2020/21 Interfund Transfer 165,000$          190,000$          

Health Insurance 2,317,094$       2,403,381$       Total 1,016,401$       1,101,064$       
Teachers' Retirement 426,918$          438,708$          Percent Change 8.33%

Employees' Retirement 218,893$          256,218$          
Social Security 442,127$          449,596$          

Workers' Compensation 65,910$            71,886$            2020/21 2021-22
Unemployment 11,200$            11,200$            Board of Education 20,823$            21,130$            
Other Benefits 84,860$            93,891$            Central Administration 200,356$          213,064$          

Total 3,567,002$       3,724,880$       Business Administration 226,533$          224,503$          
Percent Change 4.43% Auditing 17,200$            17,600$            

BoCES Administration / Capital 328,117$          108,015$          
Tax Collection 1,100$              8,900$              

2020/21 2020/21 Legal / Fiscal Services 54,640$            55,344$            
Custodial Services 535,878$          496,803$          Central Services 287,865$          306,808$          

Maintenance 612,070$          639,786$          Insurance / Special Items 76,450$            76,100$            
Total 1,147,948$       1,136,589$       Total 1,213,084$       1,031,464$       

Percent Change -0.99% Percent Change -14.97%

OPERATIONS/MAINTENANCE: 8% of proposed budget

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS: 26% of proposed budget

Where does the 
$14,231,186 go?

INSTRUCTION: 42% of proposed budget

DISTRICT SUPPORT: 7% of proposed budget

TRANSPORTATION: 9% of proposed budget

DEBT SERVICE: 8% of proposed budget

42%

26%

8%

9%

8%
7%

INSTRUCTION EMPLOYEE BENEFITS OPERATIONS/MAINTENANCE

TRANSPORTATION DEBT SERVICE / TRANSFERS DISTRICT SUPPORT



School District Budget Notice 

Overall Budget Proposal 
Budget Adopted  
for the 2020-21   

School Year 

Budget Proposed 
for the 2021-22 

School Year 

Contingency Budget 
for the 2021-22 
School Year * 

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $ 13,939,687 $ 14,231,186 $ 13,866,386 

Increase/Decrease for the 2021-22 School Year 

 

$      291,499 $       -73,301 

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget 2.09 % -.01% 

Change in the Consumer Price Index 1.23%  
 

 
A.  Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $   7,724,152 $   7,859,326  

B.  Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $ $  

C.  Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** $ $  

D.  Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $ $  

E.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D) $   7,724,152 $  7,859,326 $  7,724,152 

F.  Total Permissible Exclusions $      331,992 $     367,888  

G.  School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $   7,370,071 $  7,547,300  

H.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library 
Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E – B – F + D) $   7,392,160 $  7,491,438  

I.  Difference: G – H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval –  
      See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) ** $       -22,089 $       55,862  

 
 Administrative Component $ 1,564,0104 $   1,542,356 $   1,541,256 

 Program Component $   9,863,295 $ 10,263,367 $ 10,146,367 

Capital Component $   2,512,378 $   2,425,463 $   2,178,763 

 
 
A contingency budget would require a $364,800 reduction in expenditures.  This figure includes purchases of equipment, carpeting, furniture, 
and a capital outlay project. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
** List Separate Propositions that are not included in 
the Total Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated with 
educational or transportation services propositions are 
not eligible for exclusion and may affect voter approval 
requirements) 
 

Description Amount 
Bus Bond Proposition $   298,000 

Gym Capital Project $6,403,000 

 $ 

 $ 
 
NOTE: Please submit an electronic version (Word or PDF) of this completed form to: emscmgts@nysed.gov 
 

Under the Budget Proposed 
for the 2021-22 School Year 

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1  
 
$327 

 
The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2021-22 by the qualified voters of the Alexandria Central School District, Jefferson County, New York, will be 
held at Alexandria Central School in said district on Tuesday, May 18, 2021 between the hours of 9:00am and 8:00pm, prevailing time in the Alexandria 
Central School, at which time the polls will be opened to vote by voting ballot or machine.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 
1. The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law. 

mailto:emscmgts@nysed.gov
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About the BOE 
 

Andrea Adsit 
Occupation: Andrea is a floating pharmacist with Kinney Drugs, Inc.  
This coming summer will mark her 19th year as a pharmacist.  She has 
been a preceptor for Albany College of Pharmacy and Applied Sciences 
and continues to help train future pharmacists. 
 
Family: Andrea is married to Dave who also is a Pharmacist and is the 
VP and COO of Health Direct Institutional Pharmacy, a division of KPH 
Healthcare Services.  Andrea and Dave have 2 daughters that attend 
ACS, Olivia and Michaela.  Andrea and Dave both come from a family of 
educators and value the importance of a great education.  Both Dave and 
Andrea’s parents are all retired teachers.   
 
Community Service: Andrea is active in The Catholic Community of 
Alexandria and has been serving on the ACS Board of Education since 
2012.  Andrea is very active in assisting in her daughters various 
activities both in and out of school.     
 
Why Serve on the Board of Education: Andrea has proudly been 
serving on the ACS BOE since 2012.  Andrea has been able to be a part 
of various committees during her tenure on the Board. These include 
participating with the budget process, interviewing candidates for  

positions open within the district and  helping to reshape the 
food that our children eat in the cafeteria by being on the 
Nutrition Committee.  Andrea understand that the future of 
tomorrow walks the halls of ACS today and in years to come.  
She believes that a solid foundation and education is 
instrumental for a successful future for our children.   
 
Top Issues facing our school: Andrea believes that social 
media and it’s influences on our children, societal norms, and 
ensuring equality for all children are some of the top issues 
facing our school.  Andrea believes a solid foundation, a great 
education, and creating opportunities for all children are 
instrumental building blocks for their future success.  
 
What would she like people to know about her:  Andrea 
loves being part of the tight close knit community and values 
that her daughters are not just a number in a large school 
system.  She is impressed by the way that the faculty and staff 
treats the students as family and always pushes them to 
succeed in all they do.   She loves that ACS has been able to 
provide many opportunities and programs to our students.  Our 
small size has never stopped us from competing with much 
larger districts!  

 

 

On Tuesday, May 18, voters will 
vote for candidates for 2 open 
seats on the Alexandria Central 
School District Board of Education.  
 

Candidates are: Andrea Adsit 
(current incumbent), Timothy R. 
Davidson, and Heather Lavarnway. 
 

The school board is made up of 
seven non-paid citizens elected to 
serve overlapping terms of three 
years each. Together they 
establish district policies, develop 
an annual budget proposal, 
approve or disapprove the 
superintendent’s recommendations 
on personnel matters and contracts 
and act as a communication link 
between residents and the 
superintendent. 
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Timothy R. Davidson 
Occupation: Department of Army Civilian at Fort Drum 
Guthrie Ambulatory Health Clinic, Chief of Quality 
Management and Retired Air Force Chief Master Sergeant 
of 27 Years. 

Family: Wife Kelli, also graduate of Alexandria Central 
School (ACS) and their two daughters Aurelia and Madi 
both students of the school. 

Community Service & Why Serve on the Board of 
Education: Tim currently serves at local church on a 
regular basis and serves the elderly in the community. He 
has served as a prior school board member in Texas while 
in the Air Force and an advisory board member for a local 
college while stationed in Texas.  Tim has embodied the Air 
Force’s core value of “Service Before Self” and has served 
communities across the globe in Europe, Asia, Maine, 
California, Montana, and Washington D.C just to name a 
few.  

Why serve on the Board of Education:  

Tim wants to ensure the community’s parents’ most 
valuable resource, their children, are protected, educated, 
and molded into the highest caliber of young adults as 
possible. 

Tim feels that the opportunity to serve on the Alexandria Central School Board of Education would provide him 
the continual platform to serve his community and nation to support the future leaders of tomorrow.  

Tim has a very diverse background from a love of sports, to being a lifetime student with a Master’s Degree, a 
Bachelor’s Degree, 2 Associate’s Degrees and a National certification.  He has been exposed to a lot of different 
cultures and societies.  Tim feels his experiences and knowledge could provide a different perspective or lens 
for other board members to pull from in an effort towards leaving things better than we found it.  

What are the top issues facing our schools?  
COVID 19 safe guards meshed with blended learning, security, cultural and societally negative influences, 
finances/budget.  

What would he like people to know about him?  
Tim and wife Kelli are 1992 graduates of Alexandria Central School.  He believes Together Everyone 
Accomplishes More (TEAM) especially in regards to the education and molding of the young minds the school is 
entrusted with.  He has practiced servant leadership in his service to his country all while staying abreast of the 
challenges his home town school has faced over the years.  His dedication, commitment and drive to provide 
the community’s students and staff the best possible opportunities to teach and learn will be unmatched. 
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Heather Lavarnway 
Occupation: 6th Grade Teacher in Thousand Islands 
Central School District - Starting 28th year in September 
 
Family: Heather recently married John Fuller, a Trades 
Generalist at Ogdensburg Correctional Facility.  Heather 
comes from a family full of educators; her parents are both 
retired ACS educators and two of her three siblings are 
educators as well. 
 
Community Service & Why Serve on the Board of 
Education:  

Heather feels that the opportunity to serve on the 
Alexandria Central School Board of Education would be an 
appropriate place for her to pay it forward and give back to 
the school district and community that she has much pride 
for, and that gave her such a strong foundation during her 
K-12 education and then further influenced her college 
experience as well as her career as an educator.    

Heather has spent the majority of her career heavily 
involved in the school community she works in.  Heather 
believes that her numerous experiences and leadership 
opportunities at Thousand Islands have provided her with a 
skill set that would be helpful as a Board of Education member. Heather has chaired many committees, 
attended dozens of Board of Education meetings, worked on internal budget committees, served on interview 
committees, and has also had experience with labor relations and negotiating.   

Heather is passionate about providing the best opportunities and education for students.  She would love to 
bring her passion back to the place that ignited her fire for education, and apply it at Alexandria Central.  
Heather holds a high standard of commitment and dedication for those she serves. 

 
What are the top issues facing our schools?  
Health, Wellness, and Bridging the Gap During Covid-19, Poverty, Literacy , Inter-School Relationships  
 
What would she like people to know about her?  
Heather is a life long resident of Alexandria Bay and graduated a Purple Ghost in 1989.  She can’t recall any 
missed opportunity she’s been given to vote, support, or advocate for Alexandria Central School, which she 
knows aspires to provide every opportunity for the youth in this district.  If elected, Heather will listen to all 
perspectives, will ask questions, and will give her best to all stakeholders for positive, student-centered 
outcomes. 
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ELEMENTARY
Theelementaryschoolhasbeenin  

session5daysaweek, 6.5hrsaday.
• Students participated in daily specials 

which included but were not limited 
to; music, PE, art, makerspace, library, 
guidance, health, and computer.

• New ELA curriculum – CKLA Edition 2
• K – 6th grade Math Modules
• Zearn, IXL Math & ELA, XtraMath, 

iReady Math & ELA, Raz Kids, & 
Reading A – Z.

• Response to Intervention – Tiered 
supports for all students

• Indian River Lakes Conservancy 
Fieldtrip

• Adopt A Hero Program (October)
• Thankful Thursday Program 

(November)
• Fire Prevention & Awareness

HIGHLIGHTS
• Cider Making with Mr. Campany
• Afterschool Enrichment
(Mosaics, Sewing, Jewelry Making, wood 
burning, Learn to Skate, and Watertown 
Wolves Skill Development)
• Story time Holiday Celebration & Spirit 

Week
• Winter Wonderland (January)
• February Staycation
• Dry Hill Tubing Field Trip
• Dr. Seuss – Read Across America, 

Literacy Initiative
• Elementary Guest Readers
• Super Snowflakes – Student 

recognizing staff for going above and 
beyond.

• Super Shamrock – Recognizing 
students for being responsible

• Science Fridays
• Interactive technology with virtual 

learners.

Mrs. Morgia  September 2020 – May 2021



2021 – 2022 school Year

Professional Development

COMING TO ACS
“Bridge the Gap” Literacy Initiative

This initiative will create a culture that 
encourages, promotes, and supports 

academic growth in both the areas of 
Mathematics and Reading. Due to the gaps 
in instructional time and the pandemic, our 
goal is to focus on increased instructional 
time in a calendar year, explicit direction 

instruction, professional development, and 
literacy awareness.

“Bridge the Gap” Summer School
Current Kindergarten through 6th grade students will have the opportunity to attend summer school 

during the summer of 2021. Summer school will be held Tuesday through Thursday from 9 am – 1 pm 
July 20th through August 12th. Students will receive explicit, direct instruction to support bridging the 

academic gaps as a result of the pandemic and summer regression. The structure of summer school will 
include engaging, hands on activities for all students. Students will be served lunch each day and have 

the opportunity to participate in daily recreational activities.

Summer Literacy Retreat 
Professional Summer Book Club 

Grade Level Expectation Meetings 
Faculty Meetings

ELEMENTARY
Literacy Initiative Cont…..

STREAM Ghost Academy 
Science, Technology, Reading, 

Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics 
after school enrichment program.

Literacy Awareness in the 
School Community

1. “New” Bridge the Gap Facebook 
page to include literacy support,

information, and hands on 
activities every day of the week.

2. Pre-K & Kindergarten Literacy
Series for Parents.

3. “New” Parent resources to 
support the curriculum and

standards. These resources will 
be located on our website.

Systematic Data-Driven MTSS 
Program & Process



2021 – 2022 school Year

COMING TO ACS
Other exciting news….

6th Grade Overnight Field Trip 
Elementary Awards

New & Updated ACS Library 
Elementary Field Trips

One Month – One Book 

In collaboration with the
Elementary PBIS team, the literacy 
initiative will introduce one book 
each month to relate to character 

education.

ELEMENTARY
“Bridge the Gap” Literacy 

initiative Continued….
“Little Library”

ACS will build a little 
community library in front of 

the school. This will allow 
members of the school 

community to always have the 
ability to grab a book to read!

Community Guest Readers 
Guests will be invited into the 
classrooms to read a book to 

the children
Weekly TI Sun Articles 

Weekly articles will be put in 
the newspaper providing 

information, updates, student 
work and pictures







 
 

FROM THE DESK OF MR. WAGONER 
 

 
The students in grades 7-12 are back to full-time every day in person instruction as of March 1!  
This was a long process, but now we can buckle down for the remaining weeks and improve on 
class participation, student engagement, attendance, student socialization and extracurricular 
activities.  The class of 2021 has had an unusual senior year, however they have proved that 
through perseverance, dedication and hard work they will not only be college and career ready 
next fall, but stronger and more self-sufficient as they grow into the leaders of the future. 
 
I am proud of the ACS FAMILY (staff, students and stakeholders) as this year has brought about 
many challenges to overcome, but with everyone working together we are able to transition 
smoothly from the hybrid delivery of instruction to in person learning every day for all students.     
 

 

 
Let’s finish the 2021 school year strong! 



 
 

UPDATES FROM THE CAFETERIA 
 

 
Hello from the ACS Cafeteria Staff 
 
We have been very busy in the cafeteria this year. 
Along with our nutrition committee and our food 
service team, we have been doing taste testing for 
the students. Introducing our students to new 
homemade foods as well as for our vegetarian 
students we offer a vegetarian option daily. We have 
the impossible burger on our burger days. We have 
gluten free hamburger rolls and gluten free pasta for 
our gluten free students. We have also made 
homemade soups for everyone on Tuesdays & 
Thursdays. The soup was a huge hit with our 
elementary students. Fridays are our homemade pizza 
day with homemade dough. Ranging from cheese to 
buffalo chicken and everything in between.  
 
Please look at April’s menu to see some of our new 
options. Homemade lasagna, paninis, homemade meatballs to list a few. We make our own 
chicken tenders, chicken bites from fresh chicken. We have had a lot of positive feedback 
from both parents and students. 
 
We are very pleased to say that both breakfast & lunch are free to ALL students, however 
we do still ask that if you have not filled out a free/ reduced application that you do so. We 
still receive funding for eligible students. 
 
If at any time, you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to call or email. 
Please stay healthy and safe. 
 
Anne Remington & Cafeteria Team 
 
 

 

UPDATES FROM THE LIBRARY 
 

 
This school year has brought on many changes especially in the library. The library we all 
know is a third grade classroom and the 2020-21 library is on a traveling cart. This has not 
stopped the exchange of library books. Students are able to use their iPad/Chromebook to 
request books. The books are then delivered to their classrooms. Using this system we 
average an exchange rate of 20 books a day and exchanged over 2500 books this year. 
The other exciting news is the addition of our online reading app, SORA. SORA allows all 
students the ability to explore age appropriate digital e-Book’s and audiobooks. This also 
connects them to the North Country Library System (NCLS), to an even bigger resource of 
online e-books and audiobooks.  
 
Denise Haddock   



 
 

NEWS FROM THE SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
 

 
We have had several annual review meetings by this time to discuss your child’s 
educational program and needs related to their educational disability, including any special 
education services and accommodations. These meetings will continue throughout the rest 
of the school year. 
 
This year, as we did last spring, we are using video conferencing through Cisco Webex to 
conduct our meetings. Instructions for downloading this application will be included in this 
newsletter. In addition, Mrs. Graveline, CSE/CPSE/504 Secretary, will email the specific 
instructions to all who are able to access this. If not, we also conduct meetings with 
parents via telephone conference. It is important that you be a part of these meetings 
whenever possible since you can offer so much to the table as the parent. 
 
It is important to know that as we begin creating a new master schedule for the 2021-22 
school year that we may find that a different delivery of service may better suit your 
child's needs than initially determined at the annual review meeting. If there are changes 
that we would like you to consider, we will contact you to share ideas and consider if an 
amendment may be needed. 
 
We appreciate your support and enjoy watching each child grow and progress in school. 
Please feel free to contact us at any time if you have questions at (315) 482-9971 ext. 
1600 (Pam Monica, CSE/CPSE/504 Chairperson), or (315) 482-9971 ext. 1620 (Meredith 
Graveline, CSE/CPSE/504 Secretary). 
 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR CISCO WEBEX DOWNLOAD: 

To join from a desktop or laptop:   
● Go to webex.com and click in the upper right hand corner “Start for free”.  
● You will be asked to enter your email address, and then your name.  
● After you have completed that, it will ask you to check your email address to 

activate your account.  
● When you go to activate your account it will ask you to create your password.  
 
To join from your cell phone: 
● Go to either your google play store or your app store and download the Cisco 

Webex meeting app. You will follow the same instructions to join there as listed 
above. 

 
Pam Monica will send you an invite for your child’s meeting through Webex that 
provides the link you need to join the meeting.  

 
Once you have activated your account, you will just have to click on “Join Meeting” in 
the email when it is time to begin your child’s meeting. 

  
  



 
 

2021 ALEXANDRIA CENTRAL SPELLING BEE 
 

 
Although the spelling bee looked different this year, it was still a tremendous success! 
 

Students in grades five through eight competed in a classroom spelling challenge during 
the week of February 8th to earn a chance to participate in this year’s regional spelling 
bee. Congratulations go out to David Klock who placed third, River Costello who placed 
second and Mason Savage who placed first!  Mason went on to participate in the regional 
spelling bee, hosted virtually by the Watertown Daily Times, on March 4, 2021.  
 

Congratulations and a job well done to all of this year’s top spellers! 
 

 
 
 

ACS FRENCH CLUB 
 

 

French Club has taken on new and exciting adventures in virtual learning this 
school year! We have enjoyed many virtual meetings where we learn to cook and play 

fun vocabulary and cultural games.  
 

A few of our favorite virtual events this year have been crepe night and eclair 
cake night. During national French Week in November, students worked in their own 

kitchens to cook crepes while following Mrs. Ascough’s instructions over a google 
meet. We also made eclair cake and shared our treats with our families. Playing 

interactive vocabulary games has been one of our favorite google meet activities. 

  



 
 

2020-2021 NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY 
 

 
The Sage Chapter of the National Junior Honor Society at Alexandria Central School 
inducted 15 new members and honored 12 current ninth grade members at the NJHS 
Induction Ceremony. In lieu of a traditional induction ceremony, our NJHS students worked 
hard to create a virtual video induction. Olivia Adsit, freshman member of the NJHS, was 
the emcee of our video event. Fellow freshmen members Molly Edgar, Wade Stone, Elijah 
McIlrath, Jasmyn Shepherd, and Ciara Dawley reviewed the qualities of scholarship, 
service, leadership, and character.  
 
 

Returning Members:  New Members: 
Olivia Adsit 

Brady Carpenter 
Erik Croll 

Ciara Dawley 
Trenton Dunn 

Natalie Duswalt 
Molly Edgar 
Owen Ingalls 
Elijah McIlrath 
Ethan Scott 

Amaris Sibert 
Wade Stone 

 Rylynn Bain 
Kali Barbrow 

Madyson Booth 
Brayton Bradley 

Paityn Bridenbaker 
River Costello 

Sincerity Diange 
Hailey Fadden 
Connor Felder 
Brady Hyde 

Jasmine Langride 
Tarryn Pitts 
Ella Porter 

Mason Savage 
Gavan Sourwine 

Janell Sutton 
Cecil Velez 

Faith Watson 
Brynlee Starritt 

Jasmyn Shepherd 

 
Please enjoy our video event at https://youtu.be/X5CJXcUuWGU.  

 
 
 

SENIOR NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 
 

 
The Senior National Honor Society continues its commitment to honoring all ACS seniors 
who are accepted to college and the letters are beginning to arrive!  As letters continue to 
flow in, students are asked to submit copies to Mrs. Aubertine for the hall display and for 
recognition on morning announcements. So far, we congratulate: Jayden Travers: SUNY 
Potsdam, Terin Thomson: Syracuse University, LeMoyne College, Nazareth College, and St. 
Lawrence University, Gabrielle Hyde: Nazareth College, Clarkson University, LeMoyne 
College, Roberts Wesleyan College, St. John Fisher College, and Keuka College,  Livia 
McCarty: Northern Vermont University and SUNY PLattsburgh, Jacob Boyanski: SUNY 
Jefferson, Noah Weaver: Cazenovia College, McKenna Ingalls: SUNY Jefferson, Addisson 
Reed: University of Alaska, University of Northern Colorado, and Western Washington 
University, Brayden Youngs: Clarkson University, Billy Delosh: Lemoyne College, SUNY 
Brockport, and SUNY Plattsburgh, Rebecca Davis: SUNY Canton, and Uriel Peguerra: Stony 
Brook University.  

Well done, all! 



 
 



The trees are budding, the grass
is getting greener, the flowers are
blooming and so are our Pre-K
children. The seeds have been
planted, their confidence is
growing, and they are blooming in
every way! We are almost through
the alphabet, counting, rhyming,
and writing our names. Themes we
have studied this year… All About
Me, Our Five Senses,
Families/Community, Animals, and
now we are heading in to
Plants/Habitats. The children had
fun going on an Easter egg hunt
and even saw the Easter Bunny!

Drew making letters with 
playdough.

Andrick making shapes out 
of clay and straws.

Lincoln taking care of the 
puppy in the vet center.

Kaden practicing his 
name.

Bryson mixing and fixing 
his name.

Selden decorated his 
name for Valentine’s Day.

Ysabel working on her 
fine-motor skills.

Emmalynn and Finley using watercolors to paint Easter eggs.

Always busy learning and 
growing in Pre-K! 



 

   
 
 

Kindergarten is rocking it this year, COVID hasn’t slowed us down from learning and 
having fun. We have had so many memories! We were able to take a hike at the Indian 
River Lakes Conservancy, nature hikes around campus, Science Friday’s, Dr.Seuss’s 
birthday, and sledding the hills of ACS. The students in Kindergarten have been able to 
learn all about the letters and the sounds they make.  

 

So many great opportunities for our Kindergarten students this year!  100th day 
celebration, snow volcanoes, Green eggs and ham, coloring eggs. All of this along with 
classroom learning activities in math , ELA, and Science. Students have learned to count to 
100, write numbers to 20 and are now starting addition and subtraction. We are making 
this year rock! 

 

Our kindergarten students are rocking this school year. We made pop tart 
“gingerbread” doors and houses in December, we learned about George Washington and 
Abraham Lincoln in January. In February we learned about building towers and balancing 
using blocks and snow. During Dr. Seuss month we read, watched, discussed and made 
crafts for Horton Hears a Who, The Cat in the Hat and The Lorax. In addition several 
kindergarten students were awarded the Super Shamrock Responsibility Award this month. 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 
Second grade is having a blast this year. Covid hasn’t stopped 
our fun or our learning! We have made so many beautiful 
memories and plan to make many more this spring. So far this 
year, we have enjoyed a hike at the Indian River Lakes 
Conservancy, many Science Fridays, sledding on our giant ACS 
hills, searching for a pumpkin at the ACS Pumpkin Patch, and we 
even made our own gingerbread houses. On top of all that, we 
have also enjoyed COVID-safe game days, an iReady pajama 
party, an outdoor dance party, and tons of learning. With spring 
in full swing, we are excited to see how many more memories 
we can make.  

 

   
Khloe, Brantley, and Audrie at 

the ACS Pumpkin Patch. 
 

Londynn in her lab coat ready 
for Science Friday. 

Olivia, Jenna, Aiden, Brooklynne, 
Ethan, and Londynn enjoying 
The Redwood Hill Preserve. 

 
 

   
Chanelle sledding on our ACS hill. Annika on Science Friday with her 

Oobleck. 
Greyson with his gingerbread 

house. 
 
 



 

Third grade students have been enjoying our 
Super Science Fridays! These past few weeks we 
have explored the human body systems with a 

few fun hands-on activities. 
 

 

   
Emma Murphy is discovering how 
food breaks down in the Digestive 
System.  
(3rd grade-Mrs.Heath) 

Audrey Jobson and Wyatt Savage are creating oil art imagery of the 
bone structure in the human hand. 
(3rd grade-Mrs.Clarke) 

   
Gabrielle McCormick illustrated 
internal organs with her life size 
body poster. 
(3rd grade- Mrs. Sinkbeil) 
 

Luke Stiefel is modeling how 
arteries and veins make up the 
Circulatory System.  
(3rd grade- Mrs.Heath) 

Sawyer Hazelton used 
playdough and toothpicks to 
discover how the Skeletal 
System provides the framework 
for the human body. 
(3rd grade- Mrs. Sinkbeil) 
 

  

Third Grade Scientists 



Fourth Grade Fun 
The Students have been very happy being in the classroom. We have been 
busy learning and having fun! The students love science Friday, going on 

trips to Dry Hill, and going on an Easter Egg Hunt in the front lawn. 

   

   

 
 

 



 

Fifth Grade Iditarod! 

   
 

Mush!!! 
 

 

 The fifth graders followed the Iditarod this year in a COVID 
friendly unit. We had a great time. Each class followed 8 
mushers. Some were former champions, some were race 
veterans and some were rookies. The school provided the 
Iditarod Insider, which allowed the students to see the live 
starts and finishes. They were also able to see interviews with 
the mushers at the checkpoints. It also included a GPS location 
of every musher during the race. This year’s Iditarod was also 
COVID friendly. So they wouldn’t spread the virus to the small 
native villages that were normal checkpoints they made the 
race route into a loop from Deshka Landing to Iditarod and back. 
It was slightly shorter but they had to cross the Alaskan Range 
twice. We learned so much and loved all the excitement of the 
race! 
 The students read the Gary Paulsen book, Woodsong. 
Their project for the unit was to create and present slide shows 
that taught about the race, the mushers, and dog care. They 
also did a STEM project and created models of dogsleds that 
they raced. As a culminating activity we held, again, a COVID 
friendly Arctic Day. We followed a race route with 6 checkpoints 
around the school grounds. At each checkpoint the classes 
competed in relay races that were created to represent the 
Iditarod and Alaska. Points were earned for winning the relays 
and teamwork. The winning class received a trophy that they 
are keeping in their classroom for the rest of the school year 
and each student that participated won a prize appropriate for 
the place the class came in. Great fun was had by all…students 
and teachers! 

   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As one of their special classes this year, the sixth grade 
has been enjoying hands-on learning through STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math). As 
they face each new learning opportunity, the students 
have been challenged to think outside of the box as they 
creatively work through the tasks they have been given. 
Incorporating literacy into the mix, we read Balloons 
Over Broadway which tells the story of the history of the 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day balloons with the students 
creating their own balloons and then building a 
prototype. Students also read Mr. Ferris and His Wheel 
which we used to learn about the design and creation of 
the first Ferris Wheel. The students’ creativity shown as 
they learned about the simple machine design of the 
wheel and axle while designing and building their own 
free standing, moving Ferris wheel. Our latest project 
coincided with March women’s history month where each 
student picked a woman who contributed to the world of 
science, conducting research on her as they created a 
slideshow to share with their classmates as well as a 
representation of her contribution. Once again, their 
many different talents were evident in the variety, 
resourcefulness and effort that went into each one. 
  

   
 Max Ireland Kamryn Beers 

Tailour Bessett 



 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

   
  

  

Kathryn Papin and her painting 
representing NASA engineer 

Katherine Johnson 

Natalie Bura and her computer 
for first computer programmer 

Ada Lovelace 

Rosaleigh Parker and her rocket 
representing astronaut Sally 

Ride 
     

   
  

Micah Weldon and his volcano 
representing volcanologist Katia 

Krafft 



 
Students across all grade levels have enjoyed working on many different hands on projects. 

 

 

. 

 



  



 
 

UPDATES FROM THE ALEXANDRIA AG PROGRAM 
 

The Alexandria Agriculture Program is having one great year!  Either because of or in spite of our 
learning challenges this year we’ve had to tweak things, but that hasn’t stopped us from learning 

about the food and fiber industry and what it takes to feed the world around us. 

Agriculture Power and Technology 
Agriculture Power and Technology (APT) students learn about mechanics, power technology and 
career opportunities in agriculture. This course allows students to explore engineers and learn 
about the mechanical systems that are needed to enable agriculturalists to do their jobs. Students 
get a chance to explore why things work the way they do and what it takes to produce agricultural 
products quickly and efficiently. 
 

 
 

     



Animal and Veterinary Science 
Students are given the opportunity to learn about domesticated 
animals and the roles they play in our lives and in society. From the 
size and scope of each animal industry to the care it takes to raise 
quality animals, students learn about companion animals and 
production agriculture animals alike. 

Natural Resources and Ecology 
Students are given the opportunity to learn about biomes, land, air, 
water, and energy and how both their use and preservation is 
necessary for humans to survive. Students use hands-on activities, 
computer research and outside explorations to increase their 
knowledge. 

 
 

 
 

Agriculture 7 
This is the chance for students to see what all that agriculture has to offer. Students get a sampling 
of animal science, plant science, food science, mechanical science and career exploration. 

      
 



 
FFA 

 

FFA chapter membership is booming. Our student membership has hit 95 members!  We would like 
to take the opportunity to congratulate Members Andrea Patterson and Rocco Maner on earning 
their New York State Empire Degree.  
 
A few FFA members have earned the opportunity to represent our chapter competing in FFA 
Substate Competitions after successfully completing District Competitions. These students include 
Andrea Patterson competing in Prepared Public Speaking and Callie Dishon, Bianca Scott, Emily 
Dollinger, Mellissa Collett, Addisyn Dunn, Mavery Weaver, and William Weldon.  
 
Students have also attended meetings where they participated in a variety of activities including 
leadership development, holiday wreath making and community service. 
 

 
 

 

UPDATES FROM COUNSELING 
 

 

All juniors did a Virtual College Tour of Full Sail University on February 24th.  
It was a hands on experience for our students to see how "Stop Motion Graphics"  

work in movies and video game design.  
 

  
  



 
 

UPDATES FROM PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

 
This winter we took the 7th and 8th grade classes over to the ice rink. Students loved 
skating and it is something we plan on doing in the future with all grade levels for the 

physical education class. We are also excited to have a brand new fitness center this year, 
which provides for another teaching space for our ACS students and allows them to gain 

the important benefits of exercise and fitness. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

UPDATES FROM LANGUAGES 
 

 
This year we have found new and exciting ways to practice vocabulary with games that 
students who are learning in person or virtually can all enjoy. Next year, I am looking 

forward to the new options our students will have in language learning. 
 
 

UPDATES FROM SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 

 
Asa Reed Jr. generously donated an abundance of school supplies for students in need.  
We are very thankful for his generous donation. Our students will benefit greatly. Thank 

you, Mr. Reed! 
  



 
 

UPDATES FROM ART 
 

 

The 7th grade art students have been working on a unit based on the elements of art: line, 
shape and color. They are currently learning about rotational symmetry and creating large, 
supersized mandalas. We are fortunate to be using high quality art materials such as 
illustration board and oil pastels for this project and the mandalas really will be a show 
stopper that will brighten up the halls of ACS when they are finished.  
 

 
The high school art students have been involved in some amazing projects over the winter. 
The sculpture classes have been studying Keith Haring and creating paper mache 
sculptures based on his work, his figures in particular. Next they will be moving on to a 
unit on African Masks and creating their own mask in clay. This year the students in 
sculpture class have worked with both relief sculpture and sculpture in the round. They 
have also spent some time printmaking. The intro to studio classes have been busy 
learning the basics including color theory, the principles of design and they have spent 
time learning brain functions and how those functions relate to the skill of drawing. I am 
very pleased to say that their drawing skills have made vast improvements over these last 
few months. They have also been studying the life and work of Vincent VanGogh and 
created sunflower paintings in his style. Currently they are learning about the 20th century 
modern artist Elizabeth Murray and creating a mixed media work based on her unique 
style. The Ceramics students spent the first semester learning the basic techniques for 
forming work with clay including coiling, pinch and slab methods. They have learned the 
fundamentals of glazing and firing. I am planning an exciting field trip for them to 
experience a Raku firing this spring!    

  



 

 
 



 
 

UPDATES FROM ENGLISH 
 

 

The high school English department has implemented some new technology, programs, 
and strategies this year. Fortunately, some of the greatest works of literature are out of 
copyright. Therefore, they are legally, easily, and freely shared online. This helps Mrs. 
Coon, Mrs. McIlrath, and Mrs. Aubertine select rigorous and meaningful materials that can 
be concurrently taught in school and online. Students who lack books can read along with 
full-text versions at home. CommonLit and Project Gutenberg are two (of many) sites that 
offer full-text pieces online. The former is designed specifically for teachers, but Project 
Gutenberg is open and free to all!  So, visit it to brush up on your classics! 

 
 

UPDATES FROM SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

 

The seventh graders are examining how the U.S. Constitution aligns with national, state, 
and local governments. Eighth graders have just wrapped up a unit on the Great 
Depression and are starting to learn about World War II. Ninth and Tenth graders continue 
their study of world history. Sophomores are studying regional divisions through the lens 
of the Iraeli-Palestinian conflict and apartheid in South Africa. Juniors just finished a unit 
analyzing the impact of WWI. Seniors now have the option of a new college-level class 
through Syracuse University Project Advance in Economics. Seniors are also competing in a 
stock market simulation that will run until the end of May. 
 

 

UPDATES FROM MATHEMATICS 
 

 

As per guidance from the New York State Board of Regents, the Algebra Regents will take 
place on June 23rd. ACS students are working diligently to prepare for this assessment. 
Additionally, the math department is now offering SUPA statistics, a college statistics class 
through Syracuse University which allows students to receive 7 college credits towards 
math at ACS.  
 
Listed below are helpful math resources: 
 Emathinstructions - https://www.emathinstruction.com/ 
 Edulastic - https://edulastic.com/ 
 IReady - https://login.i-ready.com/ 
 IXL - https://www.ixl.com/ 
 Quizizz - https://quizizz.com/join 
 Castle Learning - http://corp.castlelearning.com/ 
 Mathbits Notebook - http://mathbitsnotebook.com/ 
 Khan Academy - https://www.khanacademy.org/ 
  

 

UPDATES FROM SCIENCE 
 

 

The science department has worked with new resources this year to meet the needs of our 
students, one of those includes Explore Learning. This is a virtual laboratory program that 
allows for the application of our content from a digital aspect. We will continue to use this 
resource but have also been able to provide more in-person inquiries with the return of the 
majority of our students.  
 

The Board of Regents has decided that this year there will be a Living Environment and 
Earth Science Regents in June. We will continue to work through our content to strive for 
student success.  



 
 

UPDATES FROM CHORAL MUSIC 
 

 

Greetings from Mrs. T and the crew!!! We have had an interesting year with restrictions on 
singing, but we are doing our best!! In November we put together an awesome video -
along with the elementary school kids- and honored our local veterans in an online 
Veteran’s Day concert! In December, the ACS Concert Choir and Select Choir put together 
a fun winter concert featuring virtual chorus performances by both groups, and solos by 
our three seniors, Alethea McIlrath, Jayden Travers, and Lindsay Davidson. Both groups 
are now working on songs for a spring performance as well!  
 
The Vocal Music Club is currently putting together a virtual spring musical, BEAUTY & the 
BEAST Jr., and you can buy a ticket and watch online at home on May 14th or 15th at 7 
pm! The direct link to this event for patrons is: https://www.showtix4u.com/event-
details/46853. The cast is made up of 35 students in grades 5-12, and features Olivia Adsit 
as Belle, Elijah McIlrath as Beast, Xandyr Brennan as Lumiere, Madison Savage as Mrs. 
Potts, Joseph LoPresti as Gaston, Alethea McIlrath as Madame de la Grande Bouche, 
Amaris Sibert as Cogsworth, Andrea Patterson as Babette, Michaela Adsit as Chip, and 
many more! It is sure to be a great show even though it won’t be in person. We are 
excited to do some on-location video recording at BOLDT CASTLE for many of the scenes in 
the show! So cool! We are so appreciative of our community for supporting us, as always! 
This is just another awesome example!!  
 

 
Madison 

Savage, Olivia 
Adsit & 
Alethea 
McIlrath 

record audio 
tracks in the 
“studio” in 

preparation! 
 

 

 
BEAUTY  
& the 

BEAST Jr.  
 

May 14  
& 15  

@ 7pm 
 

Don’t miss it!! 
 





 
 

UPDATES FROM HOME ECONOMICS 
 

 

Due to social distancing, we have had to be creative in what we can do in Foods Class. One 
unit that we worked on for some length of time is “Breads and Doughs”, for one topic we 
discussed the “Science Behind Bread Making”, and the students each made their own 
“batch” of Sourdough starter, then baked; crepes, muffins, cinnamon rolls, and pancakes 
using the starter. We actually still have some of the “starter”, if anyone is interested in 
taking some, continue to “feed” it and pass it on to other people. One other activity that 
the students did was to make “Day of the Dead” Skulls. Students made a skull mold of rice 
cereal treats. While the molds were drying and hardening the students drew colored 
sketches of what they wanted their “Skulls” to look like. Then the students learned how to 
cover the mold with fondant and decorate them with food coloring pens. Pictured are some 
of the finished products. 
 

     
 

 

UPDATES FROM DRIVER’S ED 
 

 

Driver’s Ed was finally back again this year. Although students were not allowed to 
participate in the in-car driving portion, they are able to receive the required 24 hours of 
“Classroom Instruction” time as well as receive certificates if they completed the hours and 
passed the class. Students are also able to test their knowledge and receive the written 
portion towards receiving a Driver’s Permit.  
 

 

UPDATES FROM BAND 
 

 

This has been a year of shape-shifting, and the ACS band keeps looking for new ways to 
sustain and innovate. The “twelve-foot rule” has presented us with new challenges, but we 
are grateful that our school worked so hard to find ways in which we could continue to 
make music together.  The Concert Band began the year by playing short pep band 
arrangements, while the Jazz-Rock Band reviewed some jazz standards and Mardi Gras 
favorites.  Both groups have begun to tackle full concert arrangements and we are looking 
forward to an innovative concert experience this spring!      
 
The steel drum band has been hard at work after school preparing some joyful music in 
the hopes that there may be some parade opportunities this spring.  No matter what, 
when the sun comes out to stay, we will be ready!   
 
4th, 5th, and 6th grade music students all spent time learning about wind instruments and 
percussion instruments, as well as guitars.  They saw some amazing players as they begin 
to consider which instruments they might like to play. 6th grade musicians are now 
“hands-on,” playing guitars and ukuleles in class, and 4th graders are digging deep into 
electronic music production.   







January 
S M T W T F S 
      1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 31  

February 
S M T W T F S 
  1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28  

March 
S M T W T F S 
  1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31  

April 
S M T W T F S 
     1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
 

May 
S M T W T F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31  

June 
S M T W T F S 
   1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30  

ALEXANDRIA CENTRAL CHOOL 
2021-2022 

 September (20) 

1 
Superintendents Conference Day 
Open House 4-6pm 

2 Superintendents Conference Day 

6 Labor Day 

7 Opening of School 

  October (20) 

11 Columbus Day 

                           November (18) 

11 
Veterans Day 

22-23 
Parent Conferences (UPK-6)  
22nd-12-3 pm // 23rd– 8am-3pm 

24-26 Thanksgiving Holiday 

 
 December (17) 

24-31 Christmas Holiday 

  January  (20) 

17 Martin Luther King Day 

25-28 Regents Exams 

 
 February (15) 

21 
22-25 

President’s Day 
Winter Recess 

 
March (23) 

21 Superintendents Conference Day 

 
 April (15) 

11-14 
15 
18 

Spring Recess 
Good Friday 
Easter Monday 

 
 May (21) 

30 Memorial Day 

31 Superintendents Conference Day 

 June (17) 

15-23 Regents Days 

20 Juneteenth Holiday 

24 Regents Rating Day 

24 Last Day of School 

 Total number of days 186 

July 
S M T W T F S 
    1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
 

August 
S M T W T F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31  

September 
S M T W T F S 
   1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30  

October 
S M T W T F S 
     1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31  

November 
S M T W T F S 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30  

December 
S M T W T F S 
   1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 31  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Alexandria Central School District 
2021-2022 School Budget  

 

  

Budget Vote 
Tuesday, May 18, 2021 from 9:00 AM – 8:00 PM 
Alexandria Central School, MakerSpace RM 257 
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